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prostitutes" are sufficient to indicate that where a single woman
prostitutes her act does not make the house a brothel.
(iii)   Living on the earnings of Prostitution :
Section 4 makes it an offence to live wholly or in part, on
the earnings of prostitution. In other words, if a woman carries on
the trade for some other purposes without living on its earnings,
she will not be guilty of the offence under this Section. This aspect
of the law is a serious impediment in the trial of the offences under
the Act. Since a woman who is instrumental in getting the trade of
prostitution cannot be penalised, if she proves that she is not living
on the earnings of prostitution. The course of law though satisfied
about the guilt of the woman cannot but acquit her on the ground
that she is not living on the earnings of prostitution.
(iv)   Criteria of 200 Yards :
Section 7 of the Act, provides that it is an offence for any
woman or girl to carry on prostitution and the person with whom
such prostitution is carried on in any premises which are within a
distance of two hundred yards of any place of public religious
worship, educational institution, hostel, hospital, nursing home or
such other public place of any kind as may be notified. The object
of this provision is to prohibit the evil profession of prostitution in
the vicinity of public places and to punish a woman as well as the
man if committed within 200 yards of such places.
(v)    Visitors of the Prostitutes :
It is surprising to note that there is no provision whatsoever
to deter persons visiting the prostitutes. In reality it is the visitor
who is responsible to a great extent for encouraging the woman or
girl to carry on the profession of prostitution an if he desists from
such visits this profession will automatically come to close. It is
needless to emphasise here that if no provision is made for punishing
the male visitors, Courts of law will always be placed in a helpless
situation in effectively controlling the prostitution menace as the same